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What we know about cotton
• Historically difficult to track as cotton is internationally 

traded commodity
• Visibility is lost through cotton merchants, ginners and 

spinners
• Growing external pressures mean that to be credible we 

need to be able to trace where the cotton in our 
garments comes from

• Organic and fairtrade cotton can be tracked through 
certification schemes (less than 5% global production)





Uzbek cotton
• Growing pressure since launch of White Gold report by 

EJF in 2005
• Harvested using govt organised forced child labour
• Irrigated by draining the Aral Sea

• Sold at international trading price
• Higher quality perception due to low amount of trash 

because crop is hand picked



Current Sourcing Position
• Uzbek cotton:

• 2007/08 Uzbek crop estimated 1.1M tonnes
• 250,000 to 280,000tonnes for internal consumption
• 850,000 to 900,000 tonnes exportable surplus
• 650,000 tonnes already sold to traders with a further 

100,000 tonnes contracted to date
– 200,000 tonnes shipped before January 2008
– 600,000 tonnes expected to ship January – August



Current Sourcing Position
• All Uzbek cotton is sold through 3 state 

companies
– Uzpromashimpex
– Uzinterimpex
– Uzmarkazimpex

• Uzbek cotton has clear marking on the bales 
and can be identified by date and location of 
production in Uzbekistan



Current Sourcing Position
• Historically the Eastern European bloc including Russia, Poland and 

Czechoslovakia purchased Uzbek cotton

• After the break up of the Soviet Union Uzbekistan searched for new 
markets and turned East

• Main consuming markets now are:
– Bangladesh
– China

• Uzbek yarn is also exported to Turkish and European Mills
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The way forward









•Know your supply chain

•Build relationships down supply chain

•Track your supply chain


